
and Corruption.  As with anything, the bigger the scope of a 

blessing, the greater the possibility for misuse and corruption.  

What do you think?  How should we live responsibly in a Global 

Economy?  Contemplate these questions and write your response 

here.  

    
 

 

Thursday, May 22 

Read Matthew 25:31-46.  Few Biblical themes are as prominent or 

as numerous as the scriptural injunctions to stand in solidarity 

with “the least of these,” including the poor, the orphan, the 

widow, the stranger, and all other vulnerable members of society. 

(Amos 5:7-13; Matt. 25:3-46)” (UM Social Principles, p. 15) 

There is a call to justice in The Economic Portion of our Social 

Principles.  We should be concerned with how our lifestyles affect 

the lives of others. Being a good steward of God’s creation 

involves Responsible Consumerism, Farming and Agricultural 

Production, The Dignity of Work, Sabbath and Renewal Time and 

Corporate Responsibility.  These are the issues raised in The 

Economic Community part of our Social Principles.  What are 

your opinions?  Are there issues that you believe need to be 

added?  Which issues are most important to you?  How do you 

respond to the issues that are most important to others?  Write 

your reflections here. 

    

 
 

Friday, May 23 

What are the guiding principles in your life?  What can you do to 

address the concerns brought up in The Economic Community?  

Who would you enlist to help you in addressing these issues?  

What do you need to learn in order to address these issues?  

Meditate on these questions, pray and ask God for guidance, and 

then seek to develop a plan of action to be the people God calls us 

to be! 
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Our UM Social Principles  

– A Community-Centered Economy
* 

I. The Social Principles views our life together through 

the lens of living together as a Community of _____ 

___________, The ____________ Community, The 

_______ Community and The ________   Community. 

A. The Economic Community is important because, as 

we are finding out in today’s world, economic 

principles, ________ and actions affect each of us. 

B. The Economic Community is a community that all 

of us, like it or not, are a part of and it is a 

__________, ______________ community. 

C. One of the sections of the Economic Community 

portion of our Social Principles is titled 

_________________. 

D. The concerns listed and written about in The 

Economic Community, along with _____________ 

also addresses the issues of _________ and Income 

Inequity, Human ______________ and Slavery, 

Graft, Bribery and _____________. 

E. Under a second main heading of Economic 

_________, the issues addressed are Responsible 

Consumerism, ___________ and Agricultural 

Production, The ________ of Work, Sabbath and 

Renewal Time and Corporate Responsibility. 

II. Few Biblical themes are as prominent or as _________ 

as the scriptural injunctions to stand in solidarity with 

the “the ________ of these.” 

A. When Jesus sets out to teach his followers about 

God’s ___________, he recalls this familiar scene: 

sheep go one way, goats the other. 

                                                 
*
Matthew 25:31-46 



B. Most of us have heard this passage as a ________-

inducing story. 

C. But that’s not likely how Jesus’ ______________ 

would have heard the tale. 

1. This isn’t the old story about God’s people 

Israel being destined for ____________ at the 

last, while all the ___________ go to perdition. 

2. The distinguishing feature in this story isn’t 

who your __________ were.  

a. It’s whether or not they’ve lived in a 

_________, compassionate way.  

b. As Pastor and author, Carl Wilton writes, 

“It’s not ethnicity, but __________. Not 

membership, but ________. Not lineage, 

but _______.” 

III. I am hearing this story as an ______________ to live 

in a Community-Centered Economy. 

A. Just as we, as individuals, will be judged by how 

we treat “the least of these” so shall ___________ 

and _____________ be judged. 

B. Our God of love wants _____ to be saved and 

whole; and that happens through the kindness, 

______ actions and encouragement we give others.  

C. It truly is a community-centered economy which is 

possible with God’s ___________ and the power 

of ______. 

Daily Devotional Guide  
The following is a daily devotional and study guide meant  

to enhance your understanding of the message  

and grow as a Christian.   

It is offered for your personal reflection or to share with others.  
 

Monday, May 19 
It has been mentioned many times during this series of message 

that our United Methodist Social Principles are designed to help 

us live peaceably with one another as we live out Paul’s vision of 

being the body of Christ in the world today. How do you see those 

ideas evolving into concern for our world through the Economic 

Community?  Do you see the connectedness that we all 

experience through the Economic Community?  Do you see the 

need to deal with this idea of the Economic Community?  

Consider these questions and write your reflections here as you 

pray for God’s wisdom. 

 

 

 

Tuesday, May 20 

The Preface to this portion of our Social Principles begins with the 

idea that all that we have and own actually belongs to God.  We 

are stewards of all that we are given.  Often when speaking of 

what we possess, we get …well, possessive!  It just may be an 

issue of living our lives gratefully, giving thanks to God for all we 

have.  Sure, we work hard for what we have in this life, but God 

wonderfully created us (Psalm 139:13-14) – our bodies, including 

our minds – so that we can earn a living.  Being a steward of all 

that we are giving means that we live thankfully and that we 

utilize what we have not only for our own benefit but for the 

benefit of all others.  The Economic Community reminds us that 

we are all truly interconnected.  Ponder these ideas and write your 

thoughts here, giving thanks to our loving Creator! 

 

   

 

 

Wednesday, May 21 
For many decades now, we’ve talked about globalization 

recognizing that we live in a global economy.  That is possibly 

more apparent today than ever before. With the current Tariff War 

and negotiations going on, we are feeling the effects of 

globalization.  “While globalization undoubtedly has provided 

financial and other benefits, it has also undermined established 

wage and labor standards, weakened environmental protections, 

and accelerated the concentration of the world’s wealth in the 

hands of a relative few.” (UM Social Principles, p. 15) Other 

issues we should be aware of include Poverty and Income 

Inequality, Human Trafficking and Slavery and Graft, Bribery  


