In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn
apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven,
‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.’

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the
wilderness for forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and
the angels waited on him.

While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table, a
woman came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke
open the jar and poured the ointment on his head. But some were there who said to
one another in anger, ‘Why was the ointment wasted in this way? For this ointment
could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii, and the money given to
the poor.” And they scolded her. But Jesus said, ‘Let her alone; why do you trouble
her? She has performed a good service for me. For you always have the poor with
you, and you can show kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not always
have me. She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for its
burial. Truly | tell you, wherever the good news is proclaimed in the whole world,
what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.’

While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave
it to them, and said, ‘Take; this is my body.’ Then he took a cup, and after giving
thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. He said to them, ‘This is my
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.




